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WSCA Communication and Instruction Interest Group 
Business Meeting Minutes – 22 February 2015 – Spokane, WA 

 
I. Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order at 11:31am by Heather Crandall, Chair who also welcomed everyone 
 
II. Approval of Agenda 
 The Agenda for this meeting was approved by consensus 
 
III. Approval of Minutes 2014 
 The Minutes from the 2014 meeting in Anaheim were approved by consensus 
 
IV. Report on 2015 Convention 

• Heather reported on the 2015 C&I numbers (See Heather’s chart in the agenda) 
• In general, the numbers for 2015 were lower, yet this is attributable to the conference not being 

held in CA, and also on a different weekend than is traditional. 
o 15 Competitive Papers submitted (16 in 2014) 
o 10 Competitive Papers paneled (13 in 2014) 
o 8 panels submitted and accepted w/ 1 co-sponsored with Intercultural Communication 
o 12 total programs paneled, including the Master Teacher Award panel 

§ Total C&I slots for 2015 = 12 
 

• Compare 2014 and 2015:  Anaheim had 15 total slots, while Spokane had 12 
• Will C&I lose slots in San Diego?  No, San Diego will be different due to location 

 
• Heather thanked all this year’s reviewers, chairs, and respondents.   
• Heather shared a special thanks to Juliane Mora for handling the Master Teacher Award 

 
V. Celebrate 2015 Awardees 

• Kimberly Aguilar, Top Student Paper 
• Amanda Mina, Top Debut Paper 
• Dawn O. Braithwaite, Master Teacher Award 
• Adam L. Perry, Master Teacher Award 

 
VI. Old Business 
 
1. Should C&I Continue to Sponsor the Basic Course Conference?  Yes, and… 
 

• It is scheduled to be in the 2016 San Diego program.  Need to get to work! 
• Should it become more of a Communication Education Conference? 
• Or, a Teaching/Learning Communication Conference?? 
• Continue to pursue co-sponsorship with community college group? (Yes) 

o Ask Community College about possibilities (Rob Leonard) 
o San Diego’s Theme:  Collaborate, Innovate, and Converge 
o Perfect for Co-Sponsor Collaboration with Community College or other group 

• Reach out to work with co-sponsor:  New Title or Focus will Emerge   
• Co-sponsorship will not negatively impact the number of C&I panels/slots 
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2. C&I Submission Process 
  

• The process is complex (as is changing the process) 
• A change to an online process costs money, but where will that come from? 
• The Executive Director has been shopping options, but they are costly and don’t do everything we 

need them to do. 
• This will continue to be examined as we move forward 

 
VII. Nominations for Officers for 2016 
 
Vice Chair 

• Jo Anna Grant, CSU San Bernardino was nominated by Donna Gotch; The nomination was 
seconded 

• Ann Darling moved to close Nominations 
• Jo Anna Grant was elected as Vice Chair for 2016 by acclimation 

 
Secretary 

• Kimberly Aguilar, University of Utah, was nominated by Ann Darling; this nomination was 
seconded 

• Noel Bermudez, Santa Monica College, was nominated by John Caputo; this nomination was 
seconded 

• Vote conducted by secret ballot (Ann Darling & John Caputo tallied) 
• Noel Bermudez elected to position of Secretary for 2016 

 
Heather Crandall, outgoing Chair, thanked group and colleagues, and ceremonially passed the formal 
thumb drive baton on to Juliane Mora, incoming Chair, who broke down in tears and thanked the 
academy. 
 
Juliane thanked Heather for all her hard work and leadership during the last year, and her service to C&I. 
 
VIII. New Business 
 
1.   Brandi introduced the idea of a need for a critical communication pedagogy journal 
 

• Something that goes beyond the Communication Education Journal 
• How do we go about establishing a new journal within WSCA? 
• Keith stated that the first step is to go to publication board with a proposal (Western Journal of 

Communication has one) 
• Ann Darling--Know that first answer will be no, but… 

o Then, research the audience/market, cost/money, libraries that would order to 
support/sponsor 

o This is a fairly long term process 
• Keith Nainby offered another approach:  an inductive approach = developing an online space for a 

journal that might not fit traditional models of journals and one that might not lead to traditional 
modes of research.  (i.e., Liminalities) 

o This provides a space for the development of a journal in a nontraditional journal medium 
while still pursuing a more traditional journal over the long term.   
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o A small group of folks volunteered to work with Brandi to explore possibilities and 
research following through on this idea: Heather Crandall, Keith Nainby and Catherine 
Brooks 

 
2.  Basic Course Conference partnership 

• Juliane will follow up on partnering with the Basic Course Conference for 2016 
• Rob Leonard, Kip Preble, Keith Nainby agreed to help facilitate by reaching out to the 

Community College Interest Group and laying groundwork for partnership 
 
3.  Master Teacher Panel 
 

• Support and talk up our Master Teacher Award panel this afternoon.  Remind people of the 
importance of teaching as a vital part of our academic profession:  teaching, research, and service.  

• Juliane would like to build upon the importance of C&I as a vital aspect of WSCA 
 
4. Juliane encouraged us all to reach out to those we know in other interest groups for collaborative 

panels in San Diego next year.  
  

• The Conference Theme is perfect for this kind of work:  collaborate, innovate, and converge.   
• The Convention planner’s goal is to panel, as much as possible, ALL that we are doing in our 

field. 
 
5. John Caputo suggested that we, as an interest group, reach out to the Undergraduate Research     

Conference to see if we can do something collaborative with that group  
 

• Inviting this conversation would be good, but not to invite ourselves into the conference.  
• Perhaps, panel 6 of the Top Undergraduate Papers as a co-sponsored C&I panel.   
• Can we discover a way to get more clear communication with the Undergraduate Research 

Conference, and discover ways to collaborate?  There seems to be a clear connection between C&I 
and the URC. 

 
XI. Adjourn 
 There being no other further business, Juliane adjourned this meeting at 12:25pm. 
   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kipp Preble, Secretary, 2015 


